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Burden, at that time Governor, and its early ill-fortune
pursued it in 193X3 when Belize, the seaport capital, was
visited by a hurricane and tidal wave which caused great
damage and loss of life. Nevertheless., true to its historical
tradition, British Honduras has again set out on the road
to recovery, in which it will be aided by its valuable resources
in timber, chicle and other products, and possibly also in
minerals. The population, however, is only some 56,000, of
whom about 17,000 are in Belize.
The Legislative Council, presided over by the Governor,
consists of six official and seven unofficial nominated mem-
bers, the Executive Council comprising the Governor, three
ex-officio members and four appointed members. Since 1884,
the Colony has been independent of Jamaica, to whose
Captain-General, formerly its then Lieutenant-Governor,
was subordinate.
The Colony's rich natural forest resources, largely in
mahogany, are administered under a Forest Trust. British
Honduras was once the seat of the old Maya Indian civiliza-
tion. Its soil is fertile and the country is capable of great
development. It has been suggested that British Honduras
should be opened to Jewish settlement, for which the tem-
perate and indeed bracing climate of its highlands renders
it eminently suitable. Like British Guiana, it badly needs
settlers and capital. In fact, British Honduras might well
become a Jewish State, the Palestine of the West (for it is
approximately the size of Palestine), under joint Anglo-
American guarantee.
BERMUDA
As we have seen, the Bermudas form no part of the West
Indies, but as the Colony has much in common with them,
and for some purposes consults with them, it is convenient
to consider it here.